	MICROBES 
	What they are 
	Where they're found 
	How they get around 
	What does one look like – 

	Bacteria 
	 Bacteria are germs and consist of only a single cell each 

	Bacteria can be found almost everywhere!

Bacteria live on or in just about every material and place on Earth, from soil to water to air, and from your body to the North Pole to the Sahara desert.  

Many types can survive below freezing temperature (0°C)., and some types can survive above boiling point (100°C).
  
	Some have 'tails' (called flagella) that let them swim. They rotate their flagella like tiny propellers to move themselves through liquids. 

Other bacteria make slime so they can ooze over surfaces  
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	Fungi 
	 
Yeasts are single-celled fungi, so they are microbes.  So is mould
These cells are usually bigger than bacteria

	Fungi usually grow best in places that are slightly acidic.  Fungi live in the soil and on your body, in your house and on plants and animals, in freshwater and seawater  
	Fungi spread by making tiny spores (a bit like seeds) that are carried by wind and rain and grow into new fungus cells when they land
Some moulds, make long threads of cells called hyphae
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	Viruses 
	The smallest type of microbe  
don’t have a nucleus.  Their DNA (genes) just floats around inside them
	Viruses can be found almost everywhere!  They’re all over the planet, in soil, water and air, just waiting around for cells to infect  
	Unlike bacteria, viruses can’t move themselves around.

But once a virus has got into another creature’s cell and used it to make new copies of itself, the cell bursts, and the new copies disperse  
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